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this Chapter.  A request for a modification shall be submitted for review by the 
Community Development Department and shall be heard at a regularly scheduled 
Planning Commission meeting.  The Planning Commission shall decide the issue within a 
reasonable time after the hearing. In evaluating a request for a modification, the 
Planning Commission shall include, but not be limited to, the following criteria: 

a. The specific condition(s) which are unique to the applicants land, and do not exist on 
other land within the same zone; 

b. The manner in which strict application of this Chapter would deprive the applicant a 
reasonable use of the land in a manner equivalent to the use permitted other 
landowners in the same zone; 

c. The unique conditions and circumstances are not self-created after the adoption of this 
Chapter; 

d. Reasons that the variance shall preserve, not harm the public safety and welfare, and 
shall not alter the essential character of the neighborhood; and 

e. The fact that the agreed upon landscape plan substantially complies with the terms. 
2. Providing Fewer Plantings than Required 

a. The Community Development Department may permit a total reduction of up to a 
maximum of 10 percent of the required number of plantings upon compliance with all 
other sections of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER  1139: SIGNS 

1139.01 PURPOSE  
The purpose of this chapter is to protect the general health, safety, morals and welfare of the community by 
providing an instrument for protecting the physical appearance of the community and for encouraging high 
quality, effective outdoor graphics for the purposes of navigation, information and identification. Specifically, it is 
the intent of this chapter to provide businesses in the municipality with equitable sign standards in accordance 
with fair-competition and aesthetic standards acceptable to the community, to provide the public with a safe and 
effective means of locating businesses, services and points of interest within the municipality, and to provide for a 
safe vehicular and pedestrian traffic environment. This chapter is based on the premise that signs are as much 
subject to control as noise, odors, debris and other similar characteristics of land use, that if not regulated, can 
become a nuisance to adjacent properties or the community in general, or depreciate the value of other 
properties within the community. It is also the intent of this chapter, as with the entire Lebanon Zoning 
Ordinance, to guarantee equal treatment under the laws through accurate record keeping and consistent 
enforcement. 

1139.02 APPLICABILITY 
A. The regulations set forth herein shall apply and govern signs in all zoning districts except as 

otherwise specifically provided within this Ordinance. 
B. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to erect, place, or maintain a sign in the City except 

in accordance with the provisions of these regulations. 

1139.03 SIGN PERMIT AND COMPLIANCE REQUIRED  
A. Unless otherwise provided by this chapter, all signs shall require a sign permit and a payment of 

fees. Exceptions to the permit requirement are as follows: 
1. No sign permit is required for the maintenance of a sign or for a change of copy on 

changeable copy signs. 
2. A sign permit, but no fee, is required for the changing of a sign face other than a change 

of copy on changeable copy sign. 
B.       The relocation of a sign from one area of a lot to another location on the same lot shall require a 

sign permit. 
C.       The alteration or enlargement of any sign shall require a sign permit. 
D.       All wiring, fittings, and materials used in the construction, connection and operation of 

electrically illuminated signs shall be in accordance with the provisions of the local electrical code 
in effect. 

E.       No sign of any classification shall be installed, erected, or attached to a structure in any form, 
shape, or manner that is in violation of Lebanon’s or Ohio’s building or fire codes. 

F.       The zoning permit review procedures are provided for in Ch. 1132.13. 

1139.04 COMPUTATIONS  
The following regulations shall control the computation of sign area and sign height: 

A. The sign area shall be computed by means of the smallest, single geometric shape (i.e., square, rectangle, 
circle, or triangle) that encompasses the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or other 
display elements, together with any material or color that is an integral part of the background of the 
display or used to differentiate the sign from the structure against which it is placed. This does not include 
any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets 
all applicable zoning regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself.  See Figure 48. 
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B. The height of a ground mounted sign shall be determined by measuring the vertical distance between the 
top part of a sign or its structure, whichever is highest, to the elevation of the ground directly beneath the 
sign. In cases where signs are to be located on man–made berms or other similar ground formations, the 
elevation of the street curb nearest to the location of the sign shall be utilized for determining sign height.  
In the case of a private or public street without curbing the edge of pavement nearest to the sign location 
shall be utilized to determine sign height. 

C. The sign area for a sign with more than one face (multi-faced signs) shall be computed by adding together 
the area of all sign faces visible from any single point. See Figure 48. 

D. When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot be viewed from any one 
point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same sign structure and are not more 
than 24 inches apart, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one of the faces. 

 

Figure 28: Example of sign area computation and height 
determination. 

 
 
 
 

1139.05 GENERAL RULES, REGULATIONS, AND LIMITATIONS 
A. Signs shall be clearly incidental, customary to and commonly associated with the operation of 

the principal use of the lot where said sign is located, such signs shall be further defined as on-
premise signs; 

B. This chapter shall apply to any sign that is visible from the public right-of-way or from property 
other than the property on which the sign is located; signs located entirely within buildings or 
other structures and which are not visible from the public right-of-way or from property other 
than the property on which the sign is located are exempt from this chapter. 

C. No sign shall be erected or maintained at any location where by reason of its position, working, 
illumination, shape, symbol, color, form or character it may obstruct, impair, obscure, interfere 
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with the view of, or may be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device, or 
interfere with, mislead, confuse, or disrupt traffic safety or flow.  

D. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Ordinance for any person to fasten, place, paint or 
attach in any way, any sign, handbill, poster, advertisement, or notice of any kind or cause the 
same to be done in or upon any curbstone, lamp post, telecommunication pole, electric light or 
power pole, hydrant, bridge, culvert, public drinking fountain, public trash container, courtesy 
benches, rest station building, tree, or in or upon any portion of any public sidewalk, street or 
sign, except as specifically  permitted within this Ordinance. 

E. No person may, for the purpose of increasing or enhancing the visibility of any sign, damage, 
trim, destroy, or remove any trees, shrubs, or other vegetation within any right-of-way (unless 
express written authorization is obtained from the agency having jurisdiction over the right-of-
way) or on any area where landscaping is required by this Ordinance.  

F. The illumination of exterior signs shall be accomplished from a concealed source. The light shall 
be focused on externally lighted signs to light only the sign. Internally illuminated panel signs 
must have a background color that prohibits additional illumination other than the actual sign 
face.  

G. When a sign becomes dangerous for any reason, as determined by the Community Development 
Department, the Department shall have the power and the authority to remove or cause to have 
removed such sign when the owner or agent has failed to correct the situation within the time 
specified by the department to repair or make such sign safe.  The owner or agent of such sign 
shall bear the full costs of such removal and shall be billed accordingly.  If the Community 
Development Department determines that such sign is of possible immediate danger to persons 
or vehicles, which may be passing nearby, the department shall place or cause to have placed, 
signs or barriers indicating such danger. 

H. All buildings and units shall have a sign providing the numeric address, clearly visible from the 
addressing street, for identification purposes to assist in fire and safety protection. Such signs 
shall not require a sign permit but shall otherwise conform to the standards of this Ordinance 

I. Signs shall not be attached to roofs, chimneys, smokestacks, stair towers, penthouses, and the 
like. 

J. Signs as Traffic Hazards   
1. No sign shall be erected at or near any intersection of any streets, or any railway and 

any street, in a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision, or at any location where, by 
reason of position, shape, or color, it may interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be 
confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or device, or which makes use of the 
words "stop," "look," "danger," or mislead, or confuse traffic. 

2. Light sources for illuminated signs shall not be of brightness as to constitute a hazard to 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  

3. No rotating beam, beacon, or flashing illumination resembling an emergency light shall 
be used in connection with any sign display; nor shall any illuminated device designed to 
attract attention of users of the street be permitted unless it is an integral part of the 
sign as herein defined. 

4. Illumination for signs shall be directed or shaded so as not to interfere with the vision of 
persons on the adjacent roadways or adjacent property. 

K.    Signs on Awnings, Canopies, Fascia, or Marquees 
1. Awnings, canopies, fascia, or marquees shall be designated as permanent parts of the 

building and shall meet all of the requirements of all applicable building and electrical 
codes. 

2. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, the sign area of the awning, canopies, fascia, 
or marquee shall be included as part of the wall sign area calculation. 
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3. In cases where the awning, canopy, fascia, or marquee is constructed of translucent 
material, is illuminated from within or behind the structure, and contains sign copy, the 
entire area of the structure shall be calculated in determining the sign area. 

4. Such signs shall be permitted to extend into the public right-of-way over a sidewalk but 
shall be required to provide a clearance of eight feet between the sidewalk and the sign. 
Such sign shall not extend above the roof line. 

L. Wall Signs 
1. Wall signs shall be affixed flat to the building wall surface and shall not extend above the 

top or ends of the building wall on which the sign is placed. 
2. Wall signs shall not project more than 12 inches from the building wall surface. 
3. Wall signs shall not mask or interrupt a major architectural feature including, but not 

limited, to doors, windows, or trim. 
4. The structural supports of wall signs shall be concealed from view.  

M.   Window Signs 
1. Any sign that is located within the interior of a structure, but remains visible through a 

window shall be deemed a window sign and subject to applicable standards.  This shall 
include, but is not limited to, signs painted or otherwise attached to the window, and 
neon signs. 

2. The sign area of a window sign shall be included as part of the wall sign area calculation. 
N. Changeable Copy Signs 

1. A changeable copy sign shall only be permitted as part of a permanent on-premise sign. 
2. A changeable copy sign shall be limited to ground-mounted signs. 
3. The sign copy or display message shall be limited to alphanumeric text only. 
4. The sign face of a changeable copy sign shall not exceed 50% of the total sign area or 16 

square feet whichever is less. 
5. A changeable copy sign that comprises an electronic sign copy or display message shall be 

subject to the following additional requirements:  
a. The sign copy or display message shall not change or alternate more than once 

every 60 minutes, with exception to time and temperature displays. 
b. The sign copy or display message shall remain static and motionless for the duration 

of the display time. 
c. The sign copy or display message shall not contain animation, scrolling or running 

letters or text, flashing lights, or intermittent, alternating message changes. 
d. The illumination color of the sign copy or display message shall be restricted to a 

single color at all times. 
e. The sign copy or display message shall not exceed illumination intensity levels of 

5,000 units during daylight hours and 1,000 nits during nighttime hours. The sign 
shall have illumination dimming technology to assure daytime and nighttime levels 
are not exceeded and maintain effective illumination based on ambient light 
conditions. 

f. The illumination intensity shall be pre-set by the manufacturer not to exceed the 
levels stated above, and further protected from end-user manipulation by software 
or other means as approved by the city manager or appointed designee. The 
manufacturer certification shall be required as a part of the sign permit application. 

g. A changeable copy sign that contains an electronic sign copy or display message is 
prohibited in the Architectural Review Overlay (ARO) District. 
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h. A face change to a legal nonconforming sign, as determined under Ch. 1139.12, that 
involves the conversion of an existing manual changeable copy sign to an electronic 
sign copy or display message, shall be restricted in size to 50% of the existing  total 
sign area or 16 sq. ft., whichever is less.  In no case shall the electronic sign copy or 
display message exceed the sign area of the original sign copy or display message. 

O. Signs in a Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
Signs for residential uses in a PUD shall comply with the standards of Section 1139.07 of this 
chapter and signs for business uses in a PUD shall comply with the standards of Section 1139.08 
of this chapter unless an alternate sign plan is approved as part of the PUD review and approval 
process. 

P. Enforcement 
The Community Development Department shall have the duty and authority to remove or cause 
to have removed, any sign which is erected and is not in full compliance with all applicable 
provisions and regulations of this Ordinance, or any other applicable laws, codes, or ordinances 
of the City of Lebanon.  If, after due notice and reasonable time for compliance, the owner of 
such sign has failed to remove the sign or correct the violation, such owner or agent shall bear 
full costs of such removal and shall be billed accordingly.    

Q. Prohibited Signs 
The following types of signs are prohibited within the city: 

1. Off-premises signs. 
2. Signs in any public right-of-way except: 

a. Signs owned by the City, Warren County, State of Ohio, or the federal government; 
b. Signs as expressly permitted in the right-of-way as permitted in Sections 1139.07, 

1139.08, or 1139.09. 
c. Signs installed by public utilities in their rights-of-way or on their facilities and bearing 

no commercial message other than such message that are necessary to identify the 
use. 

d. Signs installed by a transit company with a franchise or other right to operate in 
Warren County, where such signs are installed along its routes and relate to schedules 
or other information about the transit route. 

3. Abandoned Signs 
a. Any sign now or hereafter existing that no longer advertises a bona fide business 

conducted on the premises or a product sold on the premises for a period of six-
months shall be deemed abandoned. 

b. Such a sign shall be taken down and removed by the owner, agent, or person having 
the beneficial use of the building or structure upon which the sign may be found within 
30 days after notification to the owner from the Community Development 
Department. 

c. All signs shall be in conformance with Section 1139.11 regarding the maintenance of 
signs. 

4. No radio, phonograph, tape recorder, whistle, bell, gong, siren, or other sound or noise-
making or transmitting device or instrument shall be allowed in connection with any sign nor 
may it be used separately for advertising purposes in any zone. 

5. No sign shall be allowed which constricts the flow of air through any window or door. 
6. Any illuminated sign or lighting device shall employ only light emitting a light of constant 

intensity. Flashing and moving signs are specifically prohibited.  All wiring, fittings and 
materials used in the sign shall be in accordance with the provisions of the electrical code in 
effect at the time of installation, modification or repair of the sign.  
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7. Except as specifically provided within the temporary sign section, signs shall be permanently 
attached to the ground or on the building which the sign is intended to serve.  

8. Signs located on portable type vehicles or structures shall not be permitted, in any zoning 
district.  

9. Mobile signs which are parked or located for the primary purpose of display and which are 
not regularly driven or towed in the normal course of business are prohibited. 

10. No sign or part thereof shall contain or consist of banners, posters, pennants, ribbons, 
streamers, spinners, or other similar moving devices. Such devices, as well as strings of 
lights, shall not be used for the purpose of advertising or attracting attention.  

11. Air activated graphics or balloons filled with helium, gas, air or any other gassous material 
either suspended from or affixed to a structure, vehicle or ground, intended to be used for 
the purpose of advertising or attracting attention. 

12. Signs imitating or resembling official traffic or governmental signs or signals. 
13. Snipe signs, roof signs, and/or graffiti are also prohibited. 
14. Permanent signs on an individual residential lot except where otherwise permitted in this 

chapter. 
15. Electronic message centers as defined under Ch. 1142.01 (N. 171 f.). 
16. All portable advertisement signs (including mobile signs on wheels), excluding sidewalk signs 

permitted in accordance with subsection 1139.09(G) 

1139.06 SPECIAL SIGNS 
A. The following sign types shall be exempted from permit requirements but shall be in 

conformance with all other requirements of this chapter: 
1. Commemorative plaques placed by recognized historical agencies; such a sign shall 

bear no commercial message unless it meets all of the standards for a sign bearing a 
commercial message at that location. 

2. One wall sign, not to exceed two square feet in area, for each dwelling unit. Such sign 
shall not contain any commercial message.  If lighted, such sign may be lit with 
indirect illumination only.  

3. Routine maintenance of any sign, not involving structural changes to the sign. 
4. Changes of message, either manually or electronically, on a message board or reader 

board, subject to limitations in this Chapter. 
5. Changes of sign panels or letters that do not involve structural changes to the sign.   
6. Signs installed by City or county employees or in the course of their official duties. 
7. Other signs conforming to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and bearing 

no commercial message. 
B. The following signs shall be exempt from the certificate requirements of this chapter and 

shall not be considered in applying limitations on the number of signs permitted on a wall or 
a lot, but such signs shall be subject to the lighting, installation, height, setback, 
maintenance and other standards set forth in this section: 

1. Detached signs smaller than two square feet in area and less than four feet in height, 
and containing no commercial message. 

2. Wall signs smaller than two square feet in area and containing no commercial 
message.  

3. Any sign not legible from a public way or from private property other than the lot on 
which the sign is located. 
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1139.07 SIGNS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
The following permanent signs may be permitted in the R-R, R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, R-1CC, R-1D, R-1U, R-2, or R-3 
Districts and shall require a sign permit: 

A.   Ground-mounted Signs 
One permanent ground-mounted sign for each subdivision, multi-family development, or 
nonresidential conditional use in a residential zoning district provided that the signs meets the 
following requirements: 

1. One sign may be permitted at each entrance along a city, county or state road.  A 
minimum separation of 500 feet, measured along the public roadway centerline, shall 
be required between multiple signs. 

2. The sign shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the public right-of-way and 
five feet from any adjacent property lines. 

3. The sign may have a maximum sign area of 32 square feet, not including any fence or 
wall on which the sign is located.;  

4. No such sign or any portion of the structure shall exceed six feet in height. Structure and 
architectural elements may extend twelve (12) inches above the maximum sign height. 

5. Only concealed external light illumination shall be permitted unless otherwise permitted 
under this subsection. 

6. The base of all signs shall be constructed of the same building materials used for the 
principal building or other material approved by the Community Development 
Department. 

7. The ground-mounted sign shall be located in a landscaped area equal to or greater in 
size than the total sign face area.  The landscaped area shall consist of a combination of 
trees, shrubs, low level plantings, and/or . Ground mounted signs may be located in 
landscaped areas required by Chapter 1138: Landscaping and Buffering or two (2) trees 
per the landscaping standards located within fifty (50) feet of the sign. 

8. The ground-mounted sign may include a changeable copy sign in accordance with the 
requirements of Ch. 1139.05 (N.).  

B. Wall Signs 
Wall or individual letter signs for each nonresidential conditional use in a residential zoning district 
provided that the sign meets the following requirements: 

1. Signs may be single-faced only. 
2. The maximum permitted sign area shall be the equivalent to one square foot of sign 

area for each one (1) lineal foot of building frontage not to exceed 50 square feet.   
3. Only concealed external light illumination may be permitted. 

C. Permanent Driveway/Parking Signs 
Permanent driveway/parking signs shall be permitted under the following provisions: 

1. The sign shall be located within ten feet of the intersection of a public street and a 
private driveway. 

2. The signs shall be setback five (5) feet from the public right-of-way and five feet from 
any adjacent property lines. 

3. The sign shall not contain a commercial message. 
4. One sign may be permitted per each individual curb cut. 
5. Any number of additional signs may be permitted within an off-street parking area with 

more than 25 spaces. 
6. The sign may not exceed six square feet in area. 
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7. The sign height shall not exceed five feet. 
8. Only concealed external light illumination may be permitted. 

D. Bed and Breakfast Establishments 
The requirements for signs accessory to a Bed and Breakfast Establishment are provided in Ch. 1113 
(B.3.). 

1139.08 SIGNS PERMITTED IN THE NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
The following permanent signs may be permitted in the nonresidential districts as listed and shall require a sign 
permit: 

A.  Ground-mounted Signs 
One permanent ground-mounted sign, per street frontage, per lot provided that the sign meets the 
following requirements: 

1. One sign may be permitted for each individual principal building when multiple principal 
buildings are located on a single lot. A minimum separation of 50 feet, measured along 
the public roadway centerline shall be required between multiple signs. 

2. The signs shall be setback ten (10) feet from the public right-of-way and five feet from 
any adjacent property lines.  

3. The maximum sign area shall not exceed 32 square feet with a maximum height of six 
(6) feet; however, if a building contains three or more separate businesses, the 
maximum sign area shall not exceed 64 square feet with a maximum height of ten (10) 
feet. Structure and architectural elements may extend twelve (12) inches above the 
maximum sign height. 

4. For lots with multiple street frontages, the maximum sign area shall not be increased 
but the owner may apply the maximum sign area to multiple signs with a maximum of 
one sign per street frontage. 

5. The base of all signs shall be constructed of the same building materials used for the 
principal building or other material approved by the Community Development 
Department. 

6. The ground-mounted sign shall be located in a landscaped area equal to or greater in 
size than the total sign face area. The landscaped area shall consist of a combination of 
trees, shrubs, low level plantings, and/or perennials. Ground-mounted signs may be 
located in landscaped areas required by Chapter 1138: Landscaping and Buffering.  Two 
1.5”+ trees may be planted within fifty (50) feet of the sign as an alternative to a 
landscaped area.   

7. The ground-mounted sign may include a changeable copy sign in accordance with the 
requirements of Ch. 1139.05 (N.).  

B. Wall Signs 
Wall signs provided that the signs meet the following requirements: 

1. The signs shall be single-faced only. 
2. The maximum permitted sign area shall be the equivalent to one square foot of sign 

area for each one (1) lineal foot of building frontage not to exceed 150 square feet. 
3. A building having a reverse frontage shall be permitted one (1) additional wall sign along 

such frontage with a maximum sign area not to exceed 0.5 square feet of sign area for 
each one (1) lineal foot of reverse frontage not to exceed 50 square feet. 

C. Projecting Signs 
Projecting signs may be permitted provided the signs meet the following requirements: 
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1. The maximum sign area shall be two square feet. 
2. The sign shall be attached to the building and shall not project more than 18 inches from 

the face of the building. 
3. Only concealed external illumination shall be permitted.  

D. Permanent Driveway/Parking Signs 
Permanent driveway/parking signs shall be permitted under the following provisions: 

1. The sign shall be located within ten feet of the intersection of a public street and a 
private driveway. 

2. The signs shall be setback five (5) feet from the public right-of-way and five feet from 
any adjacent property lines. 

3. The sign shall not contain a commercial message. 
4. One sign may be permitted per each individual curb cut. 
5. Additional signs, not exceed four (4) signs may be permitted within an off-street parking 

area with more than 25 spaces; 
6. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area.  
7. The sign shall not exceed five (5) feet in overall height. 
8. Only concealed external light illumination shall be permitted. 

1139.09 SIGNS PERMITTED IN THE CBD DISTRICT 
The following permanent signs may be permitted in the Central Business District (CBD) districts as listed and shall 
require a sign permit: 

A. General Requirements for Signs in the CBD District 
The following general requirements apply to all signs permitted in the Central Business District; 

1. All sign permits within the CBD District shall comply with all other applicable standards of 
this chapter and Ordinance and shall be approved by the Community Development 
Department.   

2. All efforts should be made to keep the sign message as concise as possible and applicants 
are encouraged to utilize logos or other representations to illustrate the use of the 
building. 

3. Only concealed external illumination from a continuous light source shall be permitted as a 
method of illuminating a sign.  

4. Structural supports for a sign shall not extend above the cornice line of the building to 
which it is attached. 

B. Maximum Sign Area 
The maximum allowable number of square feet of total permanent signage for a business or use 
is calculated as follows:  
1. The total area of signs for an individual business or use shall be the equivalent to one 

square foot of sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of building frontage. If a use has less 
than 25 feet of building frontage, it is allowed a maximum of 25 square feet of permanent 
signs.  This maximum sign area shall include, but not limited to, all wall signs, window 
signs, ground signs, and projecting/right-angle signs. 
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C.      Ground-mounted Signs 

One permanent ground mounted sign, per lot, is permitted provided that the sign meets following 
requirements: 

1. The total sign area of a ground-mounted sign shall apply to the maximum sign area for 
business or use as permitted Ch. 1139.09 (B.). 

2. The sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in sign area. 
3. The sign shall not exceed six (6) feet in overall height. 
4. The sign shall be setback five (5) feet from the public right-of-way and five feet from any 

adjacent property lines. 
a. In cases where the principal structure is setback 5 feet or less from the public right-

of-way with minimum space for signage, the sign may be placed up to the public 
right-of-way if it is determined there are no line-of-sight conflicts caused by such 
installation. 

D. Wall Signs 
Wall signs provided that the signs meet the following requirements: 

1. Signs shall be single-faced only. 
2. The maximum permitted sign area shall be the equivalent to one square foot of sign 

area for each one (1) lineal foot of building frontage. 
E. Projecting Signs 

Projecting signs and right-angle signs provided that the signs meet the following requirements: 
1. A projecting sign or sign attached at right angles to a building can have no more than 

two faces and can project no more than five feet from the building.  
2. No more than one projecting/right-angle sign is allowed for each street level entrance 

door to a business establishment, and the business that the sign advertises must have at 
least 15 feet of horizontal linear wall facing the street. One additional right-angle sign is 
permitted for each upper level floor access to identify upper floor business 
establishments and shall not be computed in the sign area of the building, regardless of 
the sign frontage. 

3. The bottom of the sign must be at least eight (8) feet above ground level and its top may 
not extend higher than whichever of the following is lowest: 

a. Fifteen (15) feet above grade. 
b. The lowest point of the roof. 

4. Signs may not be attached to roofs, chimneys, smokestacks, stair towers, penthouses, 
and the like.  

5. The maximum sign area shall not exceed 15 square feet. 
6. No exposed guy wires or turnbuckles are allowed on a projecting/right-angle sign. 
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F. Miscellaneous Signs 
1. Canopy, marquee or awning signs are permitted on the vertical face or underside of the 

projecting structure and shall not extend above it. 
2. Window signs are permitted and shall not cover more than 33 percent of the window 

surface. Such signs shall be included as part of the maximum sign area of signs allowed 
for an individual building or use. 

3. Temporary window signs are permitted and shall only advertise special sales or events 
lasting no more than 15 days.  The signs shall cover no more than 30% of the area of the 
window in which they appear.  (No building permit is required for such a sign.) 

 
G. Sidewalk Signs 

Sidewalk signs provided that the signs meet the following requirements: 
1. An application shall be filed in accordance with Section 1132.13 (Zoning Permit). The 

annual permit fee for a sidewalk sign permit shall be established in the City’s fee 
schedule.  Such permit shall be effective from January 1 to December 31. 

2. The application shall be accompanied by a certificate of liability insurance, naming the 
City as an additional insured, of not less than $1,000,000, covering the proposed sign, 
wherein the City is named as an insured for any injury, loss or damage caused by the use 
or maintenance of the sign. Further, the applicant shall execute an agreement with the 
City whereby the applicant agrees to defend and indemnify the City and hold the City 
harmless from any claims for injury, loss or damage arising from the use or maintenance 
of the sign. 

3. No sign permitted on any public sidewalk shall hinder or block ingress and/or egress to 
any public or private entryway to any property or structure. Further, no sign on a public 
sidewalk shall impede or hinder pedestrian travel on public sidewalks nor shall any such 
sign impede or hinder ingress or egress to vehicles parked at curbside, nor shall any such 
sign impede access from the street or sidewalk to any parking meter. Signs shall not 
project more than 30 inches, from the building, into the public right-of-way. 

4. All sidewalk signs shall be temporary in nature and must be removed from the sidewalk 
at the close of business each day. Also, sidewalk signs shall be made of durably, marine 
plywood, or other equivalent material approved by Community Development 
Department. 

5. All sidewalk signs shall have a maximum width of two feet with a maximum height of 
four feet and shall be counted toward the maximum square footage of signage allowed 
for a business. 

6. All sidewalks signs shall be placed in front of the business in which the sign advertises. 
Off-site signage is prohibited. 

7. Properties adjacent to alleyways that contain a public entrance that fronts such 
alleyways may be permitted to erect an additional sidewalk sign provided the sign 
meets the following requirements: 

a. The additional sidewalk sign shall be placed near the business entrance along the 
alley in which it fronts.  

b. The additional sidewalk sign meets the all requirements for sidewalk signs as 
listed in subsection 1139.09 (G). 

c. The additional sidewalk sign shall be permitted in addition to the maximum sign 
area permitted in subsection 1139.09 (B).  
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H. Alleyway Signage 
1. Any building where the rear building elevation has frontage along a public alley in the 

CBD zone shall be permitted addition sign area along such frontage with a maximum 
area not to exceed 0.25 square feet of sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of alley 
frontage. 

2. Permanent signage adjacent to alleys shall be restricted to wall signs, projecting signs, 
or other miscellaneous signs as outlined is subsection 1139.09 (F). Said signage is shall 
meet the requirements outlined is subsections 1139.09 (D, E & F)   

I. Neon Signs 
Neon signs provided that the signs meet the following requirements: 

1. Each first floor business or tenant space shall be permitted to have five square feet of neon 
window signage or up to a maximum of five percent of the total first floor window area, 
whichever is greater.  

1139.10 TEMPORARY SIGNS 
A. Standards that Apply to All Temporary Signs in all Zoning Districts 

1. No temporary sign shall be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or otherwise secured 
by any permanent means to any building, permanent sign, vehicle, other structure or 
improvement, or to the ground upon which it is erected. 

2. No temporary sign shall be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or otherwise secured 
so as to protrude above the roof of a structure. 

3. Temporary sign shall not be illuminated by anything other than non-reflected daylight. 
B. Permitted Temporary Signs in a Residential Zoning District  

1. The following regulations shall apply to all Temporary Signs in all Residential Districts (R-
R, R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, R-1CC, R-1D, R-1U, R-2, and R-3) unless specifically mentioned 
elsewhere in this chapter. 

a. Temporary signs in a Residential District shall not be permitted within 20 feet of 
the pavement of any intersection. 

b. No more than two (2) temporary signs are permitted on each lot.  Such sign area 
shall be limited to six (6) square feet or less for each sign and shall not exceed 
four (4) feet in height. These signs shall not require a sign permit or fee. 

c. Temporary signs in a Residential District shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) 
feet from the right-of-way and five (5) feet from any adjacent property lines.  The 
setback distance may be reduced in cases where the principal building (i.e. 
single-family dwelling unit) is less than 20 feet from the right -of-way.  In such 
cases the minimum setback distance shall be equal to 0.5 feet for each linear 
foot of principal building setback.  If the principal building is less than five (5) feet 
from the right-of-way, the sign may be placed up to the right-of-way.   

C. Permitted Temporary Signs in Nonresidential Districts 
1. This section addresses permitted temporary signs in Nonresidential zoning district (PO, NC, 

GC, CBD, I-P, I-1, I-2, RE, MU, and PI).  
2. The following regulations shall apply to all Temporary Signs in a Nonresidential zoning 

District unless specifically mentioned elsewhere in this chapter 
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a. Temporary signs in a Nonresidential zoning District shall not be permitted within 20 feet 
of the pavement of any intersection. 

b. Temporary signs in a Nonresidential zoning District shall be setback a minimum of ten 
(10) feet from the public right-of-way and five (5) feet from any adjacent property lines. 

c. The setback distance may be reduced in cases where the principal building (i.e. single-
family dwelling unit) is less than 20 feet from the right -of-way.  In such cases the 
minimum setback distance shall be equal to 0.5 feet for each linear foot of principal 
building setback.  If the principal building is less than five (5) feet from the right-of-way, 
the sign may be placed up to the right-of-way.   

3. No more than two temporary signs are permitted on each Nonresidential lot.  Such sign area 
shall be limited to six (6) square feet or less for each sign and shall not exceed four (4) feet in 
height. These signs shall not require a sign permit or fee. 
4. No more than one temporary sign exceeding six (6) square feet in sign area is permitted 

per lot in a Nonresidential zoning District.  Such sign shall be limited to 32 square feet or 
less in sign area and shall not exceed six (6) feet in overall height.  The sign shall be 
permitted for a maximum of 90 days per calendar year, per lot. An additional 90 days 
per year can be applied for but require an additional permit and fee. Such sign shall 
require a sign permit and fee. 

 
1139.11 MAINTENANCE 

A. All signs as herein permitted shall be constructed and maintained and illuminated in a safe 
manner, comply with all applicable codes and kept in good repair. 

1. Signs shall be free from rust, dust, dirt, and other such debris  
2. Exposed surfaces shall be clean and painted if paint is required. 
3. Defective parts shall be replaced. 
4. The Community Development Department shall have the right to order the repair or 

removal of any sign that is defective, damaged, or substantially deteriorated.  Such sign 
shall be repaired or removed by the owner, agent, or person having the beneficial use of 
the sign within 30 days after notification to the owner from the department. 

B. Should any sign be or become unsafe or be in danger of falling, the owner, tenant, or lessee shall, 
upon receipt of written notice from the Community Development Department, proceed at once 
to correct the unsafe condition and/or remove the sign in questions. 

C. Signs shall not be constructed, maintained, and/or illuminated in such a manner as to create or 
allow the obstruction of vision or drivers, pedestrians, or the general public, or create a fire or 
safety hazard. Signs shall be subject to the vision clearance regulations of this Ordinance. 

1139.12 NONCONFORMING SIGNS  
A. Determination of Legal Nonconformity 

Existing signs that do not conform to the specific provisions of this Ordinance may be eligible for 
the designation of a “legal nonconforming sign” provided that they are not in violation of either 
of the following: 

1. The Community Development Department determines that such signs are properly 
maintained and do not in any way endanger the public or constitute a nuisance and/or; 

2. The sign was covered by a valid permit or variance, or complies with all applicable laws 
on the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 



CHAPTER  1139: SIGNS 
Section 1139.12: Nonconforming Signs 
 

 
City of Lebanon, Ohio | Official Zoning Code 180 

B. Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status 
A legal nonconforming sign loses the legal nonconforming designation if and shall be brought 
into compliance with the requirements of this chapter or be removed if: 

1. The sign is relocated. 
2. The sign structure is replaced.  
3. The structure or size of the sign is altered in any way except towards compliance with 

this Ordinance.  This does not refer to general maintenance, a change of copy on 
changeable copy signs, or face changes.  

4. The sign is part of an establishment that discontinues its operation for a period of six (6) 
months. 

5. The sign is damaged to an extent greater than fifty percent (50%) of the estimated 
replacement value. 

C. Maintenance and Repair of Nonconforming Signs 
The legal nonconforming sign is subject to all requirements of this chapter regarding safety, 
maintenance, and repair.  However, if the sign suffers damage to an extent greater than 50% of 
the estimated replacement value, such sign shall be replaced and/or reconstructed in compliance 
with this Ordinance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


